	Exodus 20
	Shabbat 127a

	﻿1. And God spoke all these words, saying,

2. I am the Lord your God, who have brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3. You shall have no other gods before me.  4. You shall not make for you any engraved image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5. You shall not bow down yourself to them, nor serve them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;

6. And showing mercy to thousands of those who love me, and keep my commandments.  7. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain; for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 8. Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy.  9. Six days shall you labor, and do all your work;  10. But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord your God; in it you shall not do any work, you, nor your son, nor your daughter, your manservant, nor your maidservant, nor your cattle, nor your stranger that is within your gates;  11. For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and made it holy.  12. Honor your father and your mother; that your days may be long upon the land which the Lord your God gives you.  13. You shall not kill. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  14. You shall not covet your neighbor’s house, you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is your neighbor’s.
	These are the precepts , whose fruits a person enjoys in this world, but whose principal remains intact for him in the world to come.  They are: the honor due father and mother; acts of lovingkindness; attendance at the house of study morning and night; hospitality to guests; visiting the sick; providing for bride and groom; honoring the deceased; absorption in prayer; bringing peace between man and his fellow; and the study of Torah is equal to them all [because it leads to them all].


· Similarities vs. Differences

· Which one is more relevant to our lives today?

· Do you agree with the statement (in Shabbat 127a) that Torah study is the most impt?  Why/why not?

Two Rationales for Doing Good
The Jewish One

﻿
Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel, and say to them, You shall be holy; for I the Lord your God am holy.  Leviticus 19:2

Rabbi Hama son of Rabbi Hanina said: After the Lord your God shall you walk [Deut 13:5].  But is it possible for a man to walk right behind the presence of God?  Has it not already been said: The Lord your God is a devouring fire [Deut 4:24]?  Yes, but what the verse means is that you are to follow the ways of the Holy One.  God clothed the naked: The Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin, and clothed them [Gen 3:21].  So should you clothe the naked.  The Holy One visited the sick: The Lord appeared unto him [Abraham] in the terebinths of Mamre [Gen 18:1].  So should you visit the sick.  The Holy One buried the dead: God buried him [Moses] in the valley [Deut 34:6].  So should you bury the dead.  The Holy One comforted mourners: And it came to pass after the death of Abraham that God bestowed blessing upon Isaac his son [Gen 25:11].  So should you comfort mourners.  Sotah 14a

A Secular One: The Philosophy of John Rawls

Rawls says that the rules of justice are chosen in an Original Position, behind a 'veil of ignorance' that conceals from the parties facts about themselves (sex, age, physical strength etc) that might be envisaged in attempts to tailor the rules to give some a systematic advantage. E.g. if behind the veil of ignorance we do not know our gender, then we will be wary of a proposed rule that dishwashing is women's work. Of course in real life we are not ignorant of these things: the point is that in reasoning about justice we must disregard some of what we know, put it out of our minds, pretend to ourselves that we don't know it.  http://www.humanities.mq.edu.au/Ockham/y64l13.html 
CONFIRMATION – JEWISH VALUES AND VIRTUES
1. The Overcrowded Lifeboat 

In 1842, a ship struck an iceberg and more than 30 survivors were crowded into a lifeboat intended to hold 7. As a storm threatened, it became obvious that the lifeboat would have to be lightened if anyone were to survive. The captain reasoned that the right thing to do in this situation was to force some individuals to go over the side and drown. Such an action, he reasoned, was not unjust to those thrown overboard, for they would have drowned anyway. If he did nothing, however, he would be responsible for the deaths of those whom he could have saved. Some people opposed the captain's decision. They claimed that if nothing were done and everyone died as a result, no one would be responsible for these deaths. On the other hand, if the captain attempted to save some, he could do so only by killing others and their deaths would be his responsibility; this would be worse than doing nothing and letting all die. The captain rejected this reasoning. Since the only possibility for rescue required great efforts of rowing, the captain decided that the weakest would have to be sacrificed. In this situation it would be absurd, he thought, to decide by drawing lots who should be thrown overboard. As it turned out, after days of hard rowing, the survivors were rescued and the captain was tried for his action. If you had been on the jury, how would you have decided?
“Attitudes, Beliefs & Values Shaping Jewish Practice”

Appearing on pp. 15-25 of A Guide to Jewish Practice by Rabbi David Teutsch

Love 

Humility 

We were slaves in Egypt

Service 

Avoiding Waste 

Health and Wellness

(Not) Wasting Time 

Covenant 

Created in the Image of God

Paths of Peace 

Democracy 

Connection to God

Diversity 

Egalitarianism 

Truth and Integrity

Land of Israel 

Fidelity 

Environmentalism

Covenanted Caring 

Gratitude 

Beautifying Jewish Observance

Inclusion 

Jewish Authenticity 

Intention

Holiness 

Human Dignity 

Commitment to Community

Jewish Learning 

Menschlikheit 

Unity/Survival of the Jewish People

Rest and Renewal 

Obligation 

Physical Pleasure

Pluralism 

Compassion/Mercy 

Be Fruitful and Multiply

Peace at Home 

Protecting the Body 

Preserving the Chain of Tradition

Guarding the Speech 

Joy and Celebration 

Spirituality

Improving the World/Social Justice 

Prevention of Pain to Animals

Modesty 

Awe of God
