Confirmation Class

Theology Survey
1) God is a personal God, who hears and answers prayer.  God is compared to a parent who cares and watches lovingly over us.  God is seen as having human qualities, such as anger, compassion, and a capacity for love.  (The Hebrew Bible)

2) We can direct prayer to God, but that is merely our way of talking “about” God.  Only through development of our reason can we approach God.  (Philo, Egyptian Jew, 20 BCE – 40 CE)

3) God is a personal God, who hears and answers prayer.  God has the capacity for compassion and anger, but God “prefers” mercy. (The Talmud)

4) We can pray directly to God and draw nearer to God as our intellectual level (ability to reason) increases.  The highest goal in life is intellectual and spiritual perfection (ie to philosophically prove God’s existence).  (Maimonides, c. 1200 CE Egypt)

5) Meditation, prayer, and contemplation give us knowledge about God’s relation to our world.  People represent the Divine Presence on earth.  We can (literally) commune (become one) with God.  (The mysticism of Isaac Luria, 16th century Palestine)

6) God is not a personal God.  God is “the laws of nature”.  The world is determined (by natural law).  Our only freedom comes through knowledge.  (Spinoza, 17th century)
7) We encounter God when we are truly respectful of/caring for the individual we are interacting with at any given moment.  We are changed (by the sense of God’s presence) whenever we are caring for/concerned for another individual.  (Buber, 20th century)

8) “Prayer aims at deriving, from the Process that constitutes God, the power that would strengthen the forces and relationships by which we fulfill ourselves as persons.”  (In other words: Prayer is not about talking to God – it’s about us being reminded of the values that are most important to us.)  ADDITIONALLY: Joining a community in prayer is a great way of re-connecting with the Jewish People, and the practices of our ancestors.  (Kaplan, 20th century)

9) God has no relationship to humanity as we understand it.  If we act to improve the world, however, we better the enduring possibility of being.  (Reines, 20th century)
