Responsibilities Of A Teenager: Getting A Driver’s License
Confirmation
Responsibilities
Pirke Avot 5:24
Judah ben Temah taught:

At 5 one is ready to study Torah,

at 10 one is ready to study Mishnah,

at 13 one is ready to be responsible for the mitzvot (bar/bat mitzvah),

at 15 one is ready to study Talmud,

at 18 one is ready to get married,

at 20 one is ready to pursue a living,

at 30 one reaches full strength,

at 40 one reaches understanding,

at 50 one is able to give counsel,

at 60 one reaches maturity.

1. What kind of steps make up this classical Jewish life cycle?

2. What are the stages of gaining more privileges and responsibilities in North American life?  If you were writing a North American mishnah, what would be the stages in a North American life cycle?

3. What things does a driver’s license represent? How does it signify that a life has changed?

Friends Don’t Let Friends. . .
Eruvin 65a
When an intoxicated person buys or sells something, the transaction is valid;

When an intoxicated person commits a transgression involving the penalty of death, he or she is liable to be executed;

When an intoxicated person commits a transgression involving the penalty of flogging, he or she is liable to be flogged;

The general legal principle is that there is no legal difference between an intoxicated person and a sober one; one is regarded as a sober person in all respects except that he or she is exempt from prayer. . .

Rabbi Hanina said: This (ruling ) applies only to one who did not reach the stage of Lot’s drunkenness (who totally passed out) but one who did reach such a stage is exempt from all responsibilities.

1. Why do you think the Rabbis held drunken people responsible for their actions?

2. Why did they make an exception for prayer?

3. Do you agree with Rabbi Hanina’s exception to the general rule of responsibility?

4. What are the penalties for those convicted of DUI?

5. Do you think an alcoholic has a different responsibility from a person who gets drunk once in awhile?

Show Some Restraint
Describe the target consumer for the following advertisements:

1. The new Dodger Camel features standard four-wheel drive, passenger and driver’s side airbags, sturdy anti-roll safety sidebars and twin built-in collapsible infant seats. The Dodger Camel: When you’re in it for the long haul!

2. Imagine the feel of pure acceleration, unhindered by drag, friction of gravity. Experience the thrill of takeoff as your tires seem to soar above the road, rotating beyond the ordinary, surpassing the realm of everyday driving. The new Dodger Spearhead — for those who prefer passing on the right!

3. Now that you have finally built the home of your dreams, designed and decorated with your own hands, isn’t it time that your car reflected your distinctive tastes, too?  With plush leather interior, rich wooden dash and all the splendid extras you’d expect from a Dodger, you may just have found your second dream house! Introducing the new Carriage House from Dodger, a second home for the road!

4. Go ahead, if you prefer, and spend $50,000 for that trendy import car. Or use your common sense, and for only half the price, get all the same options with the new Dodger Spartan for those who have better things to do with their money than throw it away!

1. Are there times in our lives when different priorities would change the choice of cars we might purchase?

2. To whom would the safety features be the most important?

3. Have there been times when you have willingly risked your own safety?  Foolishly? In a state of depression? Exhilaration?

Deuteronomy 22:8
When you build a new house, you must make a parapet (a guard-rail or fence) for your roof. This will keep you from being responsible for a death by preventing anyone from falling from it.

Baba Kamma 5:5
If a person digs a pit in a public area and an ox or a donkey falls into it and dies, the person who dug the pit  is liable. The same holds true whether one digs a pit, trench, cavern or channel.

Ketubot 41b
One should not keep a vicious dog or broken ladder on one’s property.
Baba Kamma 30a
Our rabbis taught: the pious people of former generations used to hide their thorns and broken glass in the midst of their fields at a depth of three hand-breadths below the surface so that even the plough might not be hindered by them.

1. Are there current laws in this country similar to the rule in Deuteronomy about the parapet?

2. Why would there be a pit on public property? Private property?

3. How does the description of the “pious people” differ from our normal understanding of “piety”?

4. Would you allow a passenger to ride with you who refuses to wear the safety belt?

5. Rewrite each of the above rules to make the principles apply to automobiles and driving.

After You. No, I Insist
Baba Kamma 3:5
If a person was walking with his jar and another came from the other direction with a plank, and the jar of the one was broken by the plank of the other, the owner of the plank is not responsible since both have the right of way.

If the plank carrier was walking in front of the jar carrier, and the jar was broken by the plank, the plank carrier is not responsible.

If the plank carrier stopped suddenly, the plank carrier is liable (for damages). But if the plank carrier said to the jar carrier, “Wait!”, the carrier is not liable.

If the jar carrier was walking in front of the plank carrier, and the jar was broken by the plank, the plank carrier is liable. But if the jar carrier had (suddenly) stopped, the plank carrier is not responsible. But if the jar carrier has said “Wait!” to the plank carrier, the plank carrier is liable.

The same principle applies in the case where one person comes along with a torch and the other comes along with flax.

1. What devices or conventions do we use to caution those behind us to “Wait!”?

2. What does it matter whether the jar carrier is in front of or behind the plank carrier?

3. How does this apply to driving?
Ketubot 17a
Our rabbis taught: One pauses a funeral procession in order to make way for a bridal procession. One pauses both of them for the King of Israel. It is said of King Agrippa that he made way for a bride, and the sages praised him.

1. Why does the Talmud force the funeral procession to yield to a wedding procession? What values are being promoted by this decision?

2. What is the point of talking about “a King of Israel” when no such king has existed for thousands of years?

3. Are there circumstances where the laws of California require that the normal flow of traffic yield to a particular vehicle/individual?

On The Road Again: A Prayer for the Journey
May it be Your will, O lord, our God and God of our ancestors, 

that you will lead us toward peace, direct our footsteps toward peace, guide us toward peace, 

and enable us to reach our desired destination for life, for gladness, and for peace. 

May You rescue us from the hand of every enemy, attack, thieves, and wild animals along the way, and from all manner of dangers that assemble to come upon the earth. 

May You send blessing to all our works and grant us grace, kindness and mercy within Your eyes and in all the eyes that see us. 

May You hear the sound of our supplication, because You are the God Who hearkens to prayer and supplication. Blessed are you, O Lord, Who hearkens to prayer.

(Orthodox)



May it be Your will, Lord our God and God of our ancestors,

 to guide us to peace, to sustain us in peace, 

to lead us to our desired destination in health and joy and peace, and to bring us home in peace. 

Save us from every enemy and disaster on the way, and from all calamities that threaten the world. 

Bless the work of our hands. May we find grace, love and compassion in Your sight an din the sight of all who see us. 

Hear our supplication, for You listen to prayer and supplication. Praised are You, Lord who hears prayer.

(Conservative)
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